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Ebenezer Locke: A Legacy Woven Into the Fabric of  Community Life 

Every community has their own historical local heroes who serve as enduring symbols 

of independence, resilience, civic duty, and an unwavering belief in liberty. In Deering, 

we have Ebenezer Locke, remembered for firing the first shot at the Battle of Lexington 

in 1775, starting the American Revolution. He stands as a prime example of these val-

ues. His actions highlight individualism and patriotism, demonstrating that one person's 

self-reliance and active participation can have a lasting impact on the direction of the 

community. 

Our communityôs identity is deeply rooted in a tradition of rugged self-reliance and a 

strong sense of historical continuity. There is collective pride in being among the first to 

stand up for freedom, as well as in upholding traditions of bravery and civic duty that 

have been passed down through generations. These enduring values serve as the 

foundation for our shared sense of belonging and responsibility. 

It is therefore fitting for Ebenezer Locke to be chosen as the central figure on the Deer-

ing Historical Community Quilt, celebrating its 40
th
 anniversary. Likewise, Ebenezerôs 

prominent placement on the cover of our Town Annual report, presented at the Annual 

Town meeting held in our countryôs 250
th
 year, serves as a reminder of all we hold 

dear. His legacy unites us in honoring the principles and traditions that continue to de-

fine our community. 

Though discussions about what defines a hero may vary, at its core, heroism is about 

those who take meaningful actions to improve life for others and to strengthen their 

communities. Heroes can emerge from diverse backgrounds and interests, but they 

are unified by a common drive to uplift others. This perspective reveals that everyone 

possesses the potential to make a difference. 

More Deering History found at: DeeringHistoricalSociety.org 



Quilt Central Designñ 

by Winifred Vosbrugh 

 

 

 

 

 

This central design depicts 

a farmer plowing a hillside 

field with oxen; a cabin with 

woods and hills represent-

ing the type of terrain in the 

town.  

The inscription reads ñ Early 

Settler Ebenezer Locke, 

Fired the First Shot of the 

American Revolution.  

Mr. Locke, born in 1734, is 

said to have discharged the 

first gun at Lexington, Ma. 

upon the British troops.  

He died here in 1816 and is 

buried in the Goodale Cem-

etery in North Deering.  

 



1. The Craven Houseñby Virginia Craven 

Virginia Craven was an 

original member of the 

Deering Association. She 

lived in the old colonial 

house built in the late 

1700ôs located near the 

Town Hall. This house was 

home to the Locke family, 

an old Deering family. It 

was once one of three post 

offices in Town as well as a 

general store selling dry 

goods and sundries. 



2. The Deering Town Hallñ 

by Betty Harrington 

The Meeting House was raised 

and completed in 1788 with 

help from men of neighboring 

towns.  

Besides Annual Town meet-

ings, this building has served 

our community in multiple ways 

as a place of worship, an acad-

emy, a meeting place for the 

Grange, a place for  square 

dances and swing dances, re-

unions, weddings, memorials 

and only late in the 20th centu-

ry as our Town offices and Po-

lice Dept.   

It continues to be an important 

gathering place for the Deering 

Community.  



3. The Carew Houseñby Betty Harrington 

This house, not far from the 

Town Hall, once housed the 

Town Library.  

The house, known as Hillside 

Farm, started as a small two 

room structure,  a cape cod 

style addition was added lat-

er, followed by a 2nd story 

and a Victorian style porch.  

The Deering Ski Tow, one of 

NHôs earliest, was construct-

ed and operated by the Ca-

rew family from 1947-60. Dr. 

Carew, a dentist, was Deer-

ingôs Health Officer and 

served on the Planning 

Board.  



4. The Deering Libraryñ 

by Kay Daniels & Alice Hannaman 

Schoolhouse No. 1 was built in 

the early 1800s at the town cen-

ter and operated for almost a 

century. Although the town re-

ceived approval for a library in 

1797, it wasnôt until the 1920sð

when the school closedðthat the 

building became the permanent 

home of the Town Library. 



5. The Old Homesteadñby Willa Brigham,  

Evelyn Harvey, Kay Daniels and Greta 

Dr. Eleanor Campbell, a 

wealthy and influential patron-

ess and pediatrician, played a 

significant role in the lives of 

Deeringites during the Great 

Depression. In the 1930s and 

1940s, she purchased several 

abandoned farms totaling 

more than 4,000 acres in the 

Town. Through her efforts, she 

helped strengthen the commu-

nity by providing health care, 

creating jobs, and supporting 

improvements to local infra-

structure, and more, leaving a 

lasting influence on Deering 

during a challenging period in 

its history. The Homestead re-

mains in the family still to this 

day.  



6. The Bellringer ñ 

by Kay Daniels & Peg Nugent 

This house was occupied by 

Percy Nugent who held the 

prestigious title of bell ringer 

for the church. Predating the 

1840ôs, It was also the 

church parsonage for a time.  

Robert Nugent, son of Percy 

and his wife Peg continued 

living in the home and stayed 

active in the community.  

Other active community 

members living in this house 

included Stuart and Suzanne 

Huggard. Both served as vol-

unteers on numerous com-

mittees or as elected offi-

cials, Stuart Huggard was 

our Town Treasurer for sev-

eral terms.  


